
KENNETH SHULER 
RECEIVES "ORDER OF THE PALMETTO" 

On Wednesday, June 11th, the Honorable Sen. 
John Courson presented Kenneth Shuler, owner and 
operator of Kenneth Shuler Schools of Cosmetology, 
with the "Order of the Palmetto" during a ceremony 
at the Kenneth Shuler headquarters in Columbia. 
The "Order of the Palmetto" is South Carolina's 
highest civilian honor and is awarded to individuals 
who have exemplified extraordinary lifetime 
achievements and service to the state and nation. 

Born in Orangeburg County, Shuler's core 
values of hard work, strong ethics and unwavering 
Christian faith were instilled in him at a very young 
age. These personal principles have been a guiding 
force for him over the past 55 years as he has 
brought his zest and tenacity for life to the 
cosmetology and barbering industries of South 
Carolina and the United States. 

After graduating from Barber College in 1959, 
Shuler was first hired as an apprentice in Myrtle 
Beach. Immediately, Shuler began to make a 
reputation for himself as he was proudly named the 
South Carolina Barber of the Year in 1964, won the 
Men's South Carolina Hairstyling Championships 
in 1966 and 1967,and opened up the highly
successful Kenneth's Men's Hairstyling Shop in 
Myrtle Beach in 1966. 

In 1968, Shuler received an offer he couldn't 
pass up. So, he packed his belongings, left the 
coast and planted his roots in the capital city, taking 
advantage of the opportunity to become the owner 
of Capital Barber College in Columbia. While there, 
he added men's hairstyling to the curriculum and 
began making presentations across the state in 
order to make longer hairstyles for men more 
vogue and socially acceptable. In May of 1968, 
Shuler's hard work paid off when he was featured 
on the cover of the national magazine Master 
Barber and Beautician with the step-by-step 
instructions for cutting and styling his model. 
Shuler's trend-blazing ways helped him to become 
known as a maverick in the beauty world. 

Since starting his career, Shuler has served as 
an influential guide for the industry by leading 
several boards and associations, including serving 
as President of the South Carolina branch of the 
Associated Master Barber Beauticians of America 
group (1969-1970), the SC Barber's Association 
(1970-1971 ), the National Association of Barber 
Schools (1984-1986) and the South Carolina 
Association of Cosmetology Schools (2001-2003). 
In addition, Shuler has been an active member of 
various industry groups during his professional 
career including the National Hairdressers 
Cosmetology Association and the National 
Accrediting Commission of Cosmetology Arts 
and Sciences. 

In 1981, the very first Kenneth Shuler School 
of Cosmetology opened its doors. Since then, the 
company has grown to seven schools located all 
across the state of South Carolina, including two in 
Columbia and one in Florence, Greenville, North 
Augusta, Rock Hill and Spartanburg, with plans to 
add two more campuses in 2014. 

Today, Shuler cont.inues to work hard to 
ensure that his business pioneers the cosmetology 
school industry. For example, earlier this year, 
Kenneth Shuler Schools of Cosmetology became 
the first cosmetology school chain in South 
Carolina to offer iPads to its students, thus helping 
students move forward with learning in the digital 
age. Kenneth Shuler Schools of Cosmetology have 
also joined forces with Redken 5th Avenue New 
York to become Redken Premier Schools. (The 
seven campuses are already American Crew 
Partner Schools.) These partnerships mean that 
students are being trained using some of the 
world's leading products and educational tools, 
essentially making them more marketable when 
they search for a job. 

Shuler is also, without a doubt, responsible for 
the success of thousands of cosmetologists, 
barbers and estheticians who have come through 

his campuses. Many of those individuals were also 
likely recipients of scholarships that Shuler created 
to help lighten the load of tuition. For example, 
since 2009, more than $1.5 million dollars in 
scholarships have been given to deserving 
students at Kenneth Shuler Schools, thus helping 
them to chase their beauty industry dreams and 
make them a reality. 

As a South Carolina native, community service 
to the Palmetto State has always been something 
that Shuler has held near and dear to his heart. 
That's why his seven schools continuously donate 
their time, talents and fund raising efforts to 
charitable organizations across the state, including 
Children's Chance, the American Red Cross, Locks 
of Love, Sistercare, Harvest Hope, breast cancer 
awareness groups, Pawriietto Lifeline, and the 
SC School for the Deaf and the Blind, just to 
name a few. 

In addition to his cosmetology schools, Shuler 
owns and operates nine Cost Cutters Family Hair 
Salons in Lexington, Sumter, Columbia, North 
Augusta, Orangeburg and Greenwood. Kenneth 
Shuler employs approximately 175 people and 
serves about 700 students among all of his 
cosmetology school campuses. 

Shuler is an active member of Beulah United 
Methodist Church and a 40-year charter member 
of the Optimist Club of St. Andrews. 
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